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BLM Mission Statement 


The Bureau of Land Management is responsible for the balanced management of Public Lands and 
resources and their various values so that they are considered in a combination that will best serve 
the needs of the American people. Management is based upon the principles of multiple use and 
sustained yield; a combination of uses that takes into account the long term needs of future genera- 
tions for renewable and non-renewable resources. These resources include recreation, range, 
timber, minerals, watershed, fish and wildlife, wilderness and natural, scenic, scientific and cultural 


values. 
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Introduction 


Welcome to the El Centro Resource Area. We are one of five Resource Area field offices within 
the California Desert District, whose boundaries make up the California Desert Conservation Area 
(CDCA). The CDCA was established by Congress through passage of the Federal Land Policy 
and Management Act (FLPMA) on October 21, 1976. Our Resource Area manages 760,000 acres 
of public lands in Imperial and San Diego Counties, and additionally, through a Cooperative 
Agreement, manages 660,000 acres of lands withdrawn by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. Our 
table of organization consists of 35 permanent and temporary personnel — 1 Area Manager, 1 
Administrative Staff Chief, 4 administrative specialists, 4 maintenance specialists, 8 interdisciplinary 
resource specialists (a Staff Chief, Archaeologist, Realty Specialist, Range Conservationist, 2 
Wildlife Biologists, Geologist and a Surface Protection Specialist), a Recreation Staff Chief, 5 
Outdoor Recreation Planners, 5 Visitor Services Specialists, 1 Civil Engineering Technician and 9 
law enforcement Rangers. 


FLPMA mandated preparation of a comprehensive land use plan for the entire desert. This Plan, 
commonly known as the Desert Plan, was approved by the Secretary of the Interior in December, 
1980. A portion of our Resource Area is managed under the direction of the Eastern San Diego 
County Management Framework Plan, approved in 1981. As will become evident from the 
following pages, we are busy implementing the decisions from both Plans. 


This Program Summary is divided into two sections: 
1. A Narrative describing the general nationwide BLM policy as related to resources 
and support activities, then, the current and anticipated future activities of our staff. 


This section is subdivided into the various resource programs; 


2. A Table summarizing our accomplishments, since approval of the Desert Plan in 
FYSi: 
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Oil And Gas 


Many lease applications were processed in the early 1980s as oil and gas interest moved south- 
ward along the Overthrust Belt. However, a 7000 foot dry hole drilled in 1982 dampened any 
related interest. Prior to this time, over one million acres were leased. Since that time, many of 
the leases have been terminated or relinquished. The decline of interest is expected to continue 
unless Pémex (the Mexican Federal Oil and Gas Company) resumes drilling operations south of 
the border. 


Geothermal 


After several years of relative inactivity, the initiation of competitive leasing in the East Mesa 
Known Geothermal Resource Area (KGRA) was conducted in the early 1980s, the pace of 
development has increased dramatically. The table on page 6 illustrates the status of geothermal 
powerplants in the KGRA. This program has become a major one within the Resource Area. 
Royalties from the sale of electricity from East Mesa amount to over $1,000,000 annually for the 
United States Treasury. 


All plants, except GEO 2 & 3 plant, use what is known as a “binary” process. This involves hot 
water pumped up from the ground and piped through a heat exchanger, which boils a hydrocar- 
bon fluid into a gas. The steam then drives a generator. The cooled fluid is then reinjected into 
the outer edge of the geothermal reservoir. The hot water and the hydrocarbon fluid never come 
into contact with each other. This process in Imperial County was pioneered at the McCabe Plant 
by Magina Power, Inc. 
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The GEO 2 and 3 plant use what is known as the “Flash” process, whereby steam is extracted 
from the hot water and used to drive a turbine, generating electricity. The steam is then 
condensed back into water and reinjected into the geothermal reservoir. 


All of the produced electrical power is transported to Southern California Edison for use in the 
Los Angeles area. Since one megawatt will supply the power needs for 1,000 families, the total 
production from East Mesa will supply the needs for approximately 131,000 families or over a 
quarter million people. 


Year Approved Operator Plant Megawatts Status 

1970 ee ere oe GEO [oe eae es Me Caberrn. nea LOM: eee Producing 

1985 °. ace ee Ormat Geothermal ..... Ormesa I ©a 50a: S2AT toe nee Producing 

1986 East Mesa Partners ..... Ormesa II .... 2... 32 ORE ne Producing 

LOBE is. ER ee GEOXR GReiS 2k Sa GEOL2ZiENS Ie aie. 37 SPISANG Dats Producing 

TOSS Mee Ormat Geothermal ..... Ormesa. LE ok axatcteuke LO eae es Producing 

LISD TT ies soe OPMEST SU nee Sere Ormesa lie. cam LOO ae es Under construction 
Total Gross, Production >.) siclaielsig.aiet Yelaie lb, wake Fpatshees oh eae ie ae 131 megawatts 


One portion of the Geo 2 & 3 Power Plant located at East Mesa. 


———E 
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Saleable Minerals 


Over 1,500,000 cubic yards of mineral materials, such as clay and sand and gravel were extracted 
from public lands under Free Use Permits or Mineral Material Sales Contracts in FY89. Revenues 
from the sale of mineral materials (basically sand and gravel) amounted to over $400,000. Saleable 
mineral extraction sites are located in five (5) areas in Imperial County: 


Sand and Gravel operation located northeast of Ocotillo, California. 


° East Highline Canal, in the vicinity of Interstate 8; 
° Glamis Segregation Area, east of the town of Glamis; 
° Mount Signal Area, west of El Centro; 


° Two areas, northwest and southwest of the town of Ocotillo. 


These sites play an important role in supporting agriculture and the construction industry through 
providing tiling sand and concrete aggregate. 
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In FY90, with the presence of a Compliance Specialist, the Resource Area continues with several 
policies implemented in 1988: 


. a more complete production reporting system; 

. a signing and pit boundary marking program; 

. more compliance verification inspections; 

. emphasis on a periodic review of sale contract and permit production to assure better 


collection of monies owed to the United States Treasury. 


Ever increasing demand in the Imperial Valley in both population growth and changes in 
agricultural practices put added emphasis on this low profile but very important resource. New 
construction projects, such as the proposed prison and concrete lining of the All American and 
Coachella Canals places added demand upon the minerals material program. 


Locatable Minerals 


Under the locatable minerals program, this office has the responsibility to review Plans of 
Operations under the 43 CFR $3802 (within Wilderness Study Areas) and $3809 (non-Wilderness 
Study Lands) regulations. 


Gold Mines Approved and Operating 


The American Girl Mine, located in the Cargo Muchacho Mountains, is the principal property of 
the American Girl Mining Corporation. The company, a subsidiary of Eastmaque Gold Mines, 
Limited, also operates the Padre/Madre Mine, found in an adjacent valley. Portions of the 
American Girl Corporation were acquired by the Morrison-Knudson Company and the change has 
accelerated development of the American Girl Mine. 


Panoroma of the American Girl Mine located in the Cargo Muchacho Mountains. 
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This mine is unique since it is both a heap leach operation employing an open pit as well as an 
underground mine with conventional milling facilities. Both aspects of this mine will be operational 
during 1990. The open pit portion of the project has reserves of 5,500,000 tons with an average 
ore grade of 0.05 ounces per ton. The underground portion has reserves of 1,500,000 tons with 
an average grade of 0.20 ounces per ton. This new project will have a life of approximately 11 
years, although exploration continues into adjacent areas. 


The Padre/Madre Mine, approved in 1987, has a projected life of 10 years, with gold ore reserves 
of 6,000,000 tons, and an average grade of 0.04 ounces per ton. Annual production is about 24,000 
ounces and the combined output from both mines will boost American Girl Mining Corporation’s 
gold production to 60,000 ounces per year. 


In 1985, this office approved the Plan of Operations for Gold Fields Operating Company’s 
Mesquite Project. This mine is located approximately 6 miles east of the town of Glamis. 
Estimated reserves for this project are 56,000,000 tons with an average gold ore grade of 0.05 
ounces per ton. 150,000 ounces of gold are expected to be produced annually over a 20 year mine 
life. 


In 1987, this office approved an expansion of the Mesquite project, based on additional newly 
identified ore reserves, known as the VCR Project (Vista-Cherokee-Rainbow). These three new 
pits added 50,000,000 tons of ore with an average grade of 0.04 ounces per ton. This brought total 
gold yearly produced by Gold Fields to 175,000 ounces. Both projects are immediately adjacent 
to each other, and when taken together, represent a “World Class” deposit — the fifth largest in 
the United States. 


The Gold Fields Mining Company will apply for several mineral patents during the 1990 fiscal year. 
This will result in several hundred acres leaving the public domain and entering private ownership. 
The change will enhance Gold Fields manageability of their property. 


Chemgold, Inc. a subsidiary of Glamis Gold, is successfully operating the Picacho Mine as an open 
pit-heap leach operation. About 24,000 ounces of gold per year are produced from patented 
mining claims. This project was approved in 1978 by the Imperial County Board of Supervisors, 
and was the original mine that proved the feasibility (both from an engineering and economic 
standpoint) of the low grade disseminated deposits characteristic of Imperial County. 


The total production of gold on a monthly basis in the “Imperial County Gold Belt” is currently 
19,000 ounces from Federal Lands and 21,500 ounces from all lands (private and Federal). 


Gold Mines in the Future — Potential 


Two areas may in the future be developed in the Cargo Muchacho Mountain region. The Indian 
Pass deposit is being studied to determine the economic feasibility of development. The prime 
exploration has been conducted by AMIR, Inc. in cooperation with Chemgold. 
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Texas Gulf Minerals has conducted extensive exploration in the Tumco area of the Cargo 
Muchacho Mountains. Additional drilling has been approved through the 3809 process, but is 
being delayed. Problems with this area may halt plans for development. 


Considerable interest has been shown by major mining companies in the desert areas west of Salton 
Sea. Several 3809 projects are anticipated for this fiscal year for an as yet unidentified commodity. 
Additionally, inquiries hint at feasibility studies for the: removal of heavy metals from brine deposits. 
This action may increase our overall work load. 


Other Non-Gold Producing Mines 


Other mining operations present in the Resource Area are represented by the U.S. Gypsum Co. 
Their mine, located in the Fish Creek Mountains in western Imperial County, on patented mining 
claims, is the largest gypsum mine in the United States. 70% of the gypsum is made into wall 
board at the Plaster City location. Our office may process a patent application for the mine this 
year. 


Lands and Realty 


The Bureau’s lands program provide services to individuals, businesses, as well as local and State 
Governments, and other Federal Agencies. Major responsibilities include evaluating and processing 
applications to use Public Lands, identifying and offering lands for sale, and working with the State 
or individuals to exchange lands. Basic policies for these programs are found in the Federal Land 
Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA). Primary guidelines include: receiving fair market 
rentals for use of the lands and their resources; expeditiously processing applications in an 
economically, socially, and environmentally sound manner; using the "corridor" concept to minimize 
adverse environmental impacts and a proliferation of separate actions. Finally, the guidelines call 
for limiting authorized activities to the land actually necessary for the project’s operation and 
maintenance. FLPMA calls for the retention of Public Lands unless disposal of the particular 
parcel would serve the national interest. Factors such as eliminating inholdings and improving 
management areas are examples of the benefits from exchanges. 


BLM'’s policy in issuing rights-of-way is to meet the needs of 
the public and other governmental agencies for access. 
Primary guidelines include: receiving fair market rentals for use 
of the lands and their resources; expeditiously processing appli- 
cations in an economically, socially, and environmentally _ 
sound manner; using the ‘corridor’ concept to minimize adverse — 
environmental impacts and proliferation of separate rights-of- 
way; and limiting rights-of-way to the land actually necessary 
for the project’s operation and maintenance. 

I ELL 
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Rights-of-Way 


A right-of-way grant is an authorization to use a specific piece of public land for uses such as 
roads, pipelines, transmission lines, and communication sites. The grant authorizes rights and 
privileges for a specific use of the land for a specified period of time. Eight cases were carried 
over from FY 88. Ten new applications were filed in FY 89 along with nine amendments and/or 
renewals of existing rights-of-way. Twenty cases were completed during FY 89, leaving seven cases 
carried over into FY 90. Cases completed in FY 89 include: 


a A number of rights-of-way in support of geothermal and mining activities (roads, 
powerlines, pipelines, etc); 


a Rights-of-way to resolve unauthorized use of public lands; 
ag A power distribution line to service private property; 
a Temporary work areas associated with the installation of a 24" pipeline located 


within a railroad right-of-way. 
Rights-of-way planned for processing in FY 90 include: 


a Navy right-of-way for Range Safety Zone B pursuant to the 1985 Cooperative 
Agreement between BLM, Navy, and Bureau of Reclamation; 


is AT&T fiber optic line; access roads to private property; Rights-of-way in support 
of geothermal and mining activities. 


Land Use Permits 


's ids pega ee services to individuals, busi- 
and | local and State governments. Major responsibilities 


mits to use ‘Public Lands, identifying and offering lands for 
sale, and working with individuals to exchange lands. Basic 
policies for these programs are found in FLPMA. The law’s 
policy states that Public Lands will be retained in Federal 
ownership unless disposal of the particular parcel would serve 
the national interest. Factors such as eliminating inholdings 
and improving management areas are examples of the benefits 
e from echanges 
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Land Use Permits authorize short term uses of public lands that involve either little or no land 
improvement, construction or investment. Several examples are described below. 


Concessionaire/Vendor Permits - We initiated a concessionaire/vendor permit system in FY 84 to 
authorize small scale entrepreneurs to provide some services to recreational land users. This 
allows resource management control with the side benefit of also generating revenue for the United 
States Treasury. Interest in this program remains high, with permittees returning year after year, 
and attracting new permittees. Permits have been issued for the sale of T-shirts, hats, ATV parts 
and accessories, firewood, ice, food and soft drinks, jewelry, and services such as a dune buggy/ATV 
weigh station and welding. In FY 89, 36 permits were issued for the "season" (October-May). 
Most of these permits were for the Glamis and Buttercup Valley Areas of the Imperial Sand 
Dunes. Permits for other intensive use areas, i.e. Long Term Visitor Areas, motorcycle races, are 
also issued on a case-by-case basis. Within the first three months of FY 90, 27 vendor permits 
have been issued. 


% 


BAR-B-Qeahn 


Two of our food vendors located within the Imperial Sand Dunes. 


Filming Permits - During FY 89, 25 permits were issued for filming projects on Public Lands. 
These include various TV commercials, magazine ads, music videos, student projects, etc., and one 
feature film. Portions of "The Hot Spot" starring Don Johnson of Miami Vice fame were filmed 
in eastern Imperial County. Four filming permits were issued in the first quarter of FY 90, 
including a portion of a movie for Japanese television, "A Galactic Odyssey". 


Apiary Permits - We maintain approximately 20 apiary permits. These permits authorize the 
placement of bee hives on public lands. In Imperial County, the desert provides winter storage 
areas during pesticide spraying in the agricultural lands, from October through April, with some 
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honey production as a side benefit. Very few of these sites are used year around. Sites in San 
Diego County are generally used year around for honey production. 


Miscellaneous Permits - A permit was issued to the El Zaribah Shriners Temple to conduct their 
annual ceremonial. The annual event involves a "desert oasis" atmosphere, complete with tents, 
vinyl lined pond, palm trees, and camels. One permit was issued for a temporary batch plant for 
processing sand and gravel. 


Trespass Abatement 


A strong emphasis was placed on trespass abatement in the latter part of FY 87, which has carried 
over into subsequent years. This includes unintentional and intentional unauthorized uses, including 
agricultural, rights-of-way, occupancy, and commercial uses of the Public Lands. Every effort is 
being made to resolve all existing trespass cases, either by issuance of an authorization, if appropri- 
ate, or by removal and/or cessation of the unauthorized use. Citations have been issued for such 
unauthorized uses as littering, vandalism, sewage dumping, abandoned property (vehicles), etc. 
Other cases may require court appearances, restoration, monetary compensation/reimbursement, and 
subsequent monitoring. Our Rangers have been instrumental in trespass abatement and resolution 
in the El Centro Resource Area. In FY 89, some 150 cases of unauthorized use were resolved. 
The majority of these were resolved by issuance of citations. Approximately 15 required removal 
of structures and debris associated with mining claims. 


In FY 90 we plan to implement steps to resolve the long standing "Buck Canyon" occupancy 
trespass. This case involves several structures constructed on public lands in association with mining 
claims. Approximately six of these structures are occupied on an intermittent basis. 


Withdrawals/Withdrawal Review 


LPMA BLM i is a equred to review all land withdraw- 
estrictions on land use to determine if they are still 

Many of these actions to close Public Lands to 

. avis, such as land exchanges or mining claims are 

_ decades old, ee : 7 
i 


In FY 87, a Cooperative Agreement between BLM, the Bureau of Reclamation and the U. S. Navy 
was completed and placed into effect. This Agreement is the result of Navy's 1983 withdrawal 
request for 315,000 acres of Federal Lands in Imperial County. The acreage, which was 
significantly reduced through negotiations, led to a major 1985 Desert Plan Amendment which 
involved a combination of a withdrawal (53,434 acres), a right-of-way to the Navy along the low 
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level approach zones (75,106 acres) and a Cooperative Agreement covering resource activities over 
the entire area of concern (315,000 acres). The amended withdrawal application was submitted in 
late FY 88. The right-of-way application followed in FY 89. Both actions will be processed in FY 
90. 


Review of classifications under the Classification and Multiple Use Act of September 19, 1964, are 
also scheduled for FY 90. These classifications segregate public lands from appropriation under 
the agricultural land laws and from sale under section 2455 of the Revised Statutes. Certain areas 
are further segregated from appropriation under the 1872 mining laws. 


Miscellaneous Land Actions 


In FY 89, the ECRA accepted a donation of 10 acres of land within San Diego County. The 
generosity of Adrian and Sue Flakoll will enhance our administration and is greatly appreciated. 


We also acquired 2,680 acres of State Land within the Imperial Sand Dunes in exchange for Public 
Lands located in the Barstow and Victorville areas. The acquired lands include parcels within the 
Class I areas at Osborne Park and Gecko Campground, as well as lands within the North and 
South Algodones Dunes Wilderness Study Areas. 


A Cooperative Agreement was completed between BLM and the U.S. Navy at North Island, San 
Diego County. This Agreement authorizes the Navy to use the Painted Gorge area for an annual 
exercise in search and rescue, and firearm qualifications. 


Compliance examinations of sanitary landfills continue to be conducted on a regular basis. 

A Recreation and Public Purposes Act (R&PP) application for expansion of the Ocotillo Wells 
State Vehicular Recreation Area has been filed by State Parks. A plan amendment is required in 
order to consider disposal of the involved Public Lands. The plan amendment process was initiated 
in late FY 89. The R&PP application is expected to be processed in late FY 90 or early FY 91. 


Painted Gorge area of the Coyote Mountains. 
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Wild Horse/Burro Management 


In 1989, Bureau personnel from the El Centro Resource Area and the Yuma and Susanville 
Districts inventoried the Colorado River Herd Management Areas within our Resource Area by 
air. Eighty-seven burros were located during the inventory within the localities of Draper Lake, 
Picacho Peak/Gavlin Wash, and north of Senator Wash. No wild horses were found during the 
inventory. Later, 18 burros were removed from the herd management area to bring the burro 
population closer to the desired level of 64 burros as outlined in the Colorado River Herd Manage- 
ment Area Plan of 1984. 


During FY 1990, BLM plans to implement another portion of the herd area plan by constructing 


a one acre exclosure in the Picacho area to help determine the level of vegetation use by burros 
in that area. 


Range Management 


: anaging domestic livestock grazing on the Public Lands 
- traces its rc 
BLM its basic uthorit to administer livestock prozine. FLPMA states 
_ domestic livestock grazing is one of the principle uses of the Public Lands 
and puts grazing into the wider context of managing public lands for 
S multiple use and sustained yield. Our basic policy for managing grazing is 
_ to manage, maintain and improve the condition of public rangelands so 
_ they become productive for all rangeland values. We issue permits or 
_leases for grazing on Public Land allotments generally for 10 year periods. 
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The range program in the El] Centro Resource Area is comprised of eight grazing allotments in 
Eastern San Diego County. Grazing allotments range in size from over 30,000 acres with 1436 
authorized animal unit months (AUM) to 1845 acres with only 56 AUM’s. Six of the eight 
allotments have completed allotment management plans, that provide the basic guidelines for 
management of individual allotments. In FY 1989, monitoring of range condition, trend and 
utilization were priorities. All eight allotments were monitored in some manner. New transects 
and photo plots were placed in seven of the eight allotments and existing studies were 
examined in three allotments. One major range/wildlife improvement project, the Thing 
Mountain Burn, was completed during FY 1989. Over 2000 acres of thick chaparral were 
opened in this prescribed burn. Shrubs, forbs and grasses began resprouting in the burn area 
after the first rains of the season, providing a new source of forage for both cattle and wildlife. 


Priorities for FY 1990 include monitoring of all eight allotments to better establish the trend of 
vegetation condition. Utilization and actual use data collection will continue. Two allotment 
management plans, those for the M°Cain Valley Allotment and the Banner Queen Allotment 
are scheduled for review. Management plans will be developed for the two remaining 
allotments that need AMP’s. Planning of the Banner Queen Burn begins this FY. 


Forest Products 


Public Lands in the El Centro Resource Area are often thought of as treeless except in the 
washes, but each year permits are issued for the collection of other forest products. Permits 
are never issued for whole live plants. Plant parts, such as stems or branches, are often sold to 
both commercial and "back-yard" users. Permits for quarter cords of fire wood are also 
available from a limited number of areas in the resource area. Creosote branches used in floral 
arrangements are the item most commonly requested. In FY 1989, nearly 3,000 creosote 
branches were sold. The forest products program brought in $1,542.25 in revenues. 


Plans for the forest products program in FY 1990 include updating the program’s environmental 
assessment, mapping new areas for harvest, and standardizing and increasing the current price 
list district wide. A monitoring plan for the areas most heavily harvested will be written and 
implemented during the coming year. 


Botany 


The Botany program in the resource area is divided into two parts, endangered species 
management and habitat management. Habitat management consists of revegetation projects 
such as the improvement of flat-tailed horned lizard habitat. Additionally, our office manages 
several unique plant assemblages found throughout the area. 
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Endangered Species Management 


There are over fifty species of plants in the resource area that are considered rare by either BLM, 
California Department of Fish and Game, or the California Native Plant Society. In FY 1990, 
BLM will place special emphasis on plants in two areas. A contract was awarded in January for 
the development of a comprehensive monitoring plan for four sensitive plant species found in the 
Imperial Sand Dunes; pierson’s milkvetch, wiggin’s croton, dune sunflower and giant spanish 
needles. The effects of off highway vehicle use on dune vegetation in three multiple use classes 
will be investigated and the stability of each of the four plant populations will be measured. The 
plan developed will be repeatable for continued study of the rare plant populations in the Imperial 
Sand Dunes. 


A volunteer from the Student Conservation Association will be recruited to begin gathering 
information on the rare plants in the El Centro Resource Area (ECRA). The student will 
inventory public lands in the Laguna Mountain area and in M°Cain Valley and begin recording 
species biological information for any rare plant populations that are found. 


An example of desert vegetation found within the El Centro Resource Area. 
Plants visible here include Smokertree, Ocotillo and Creosote. 


Revegetation Projects 


BLM plans to continue the practice of salvaging plants on public lands when the opportunity 
arises. In the past, plants such as ocotillo, barrel cactus, and beavertail have been removed from 
the Mesquite Gold Mine area and from sites at the American Girl Mine. The salvaged vegetation 
has been replanted in locations throughout the resource area especially on closed routes of travel. 
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Two areas have been targeted for native revegetation in conjunction with California Department 
of Fish and Game for rehabilitation of flat-tailed horned lizard habitat. In portions of the Yuha 
Desert and San Sebastian Marsh, closed routes will be revegetated with creosote bushes, burro 
bushes, brittle bushes and mesquite. The bushes will be planted and watered in the cool autumn 
and winter months in hopes that roots will be established before the hot summer weather arrives. 


Unique Plant Assemblages 


There are seven types of Unique Plant Assemblages (UPA) found in the resource area. The 
Algodones Dunes UPA will be studied most intensively during FY 1990. All six monitoring plans 
written in 1985 are being reviewed this FY. Monitoring of such characteristics as species diversity, 
frequency and richness will begin in at least four of the UPA’s in the resource area. 


Sou, Air and Water 


Soil, water and air are basic necessities on which other re- 
sources, such as forests, rangelands, and wildlife depend. 
Programs for managing soil, water and air are based on a 
combination of mandates, including the Clean Water Act, the 
Clean Air Act, FLPMA, and other laws and executive orders 
reflecting national objectives as well as State and local needs. 
In order to protect soils we attempt to avoid or curtail develop- 
ment in critical and/or fragile soils. Our water policy guidelines 
are to protect and enhance the quality, quantity, and use of _ 
waters on the Public Lands. Our policy is to identify and 
quantify claims to water on Public Lands, to record reserved — 
water rights with the States and to obtain nonreserved rights 
following the State’s administrative procedures. We also ensure 
that BLM-authorized activities comply with State air quality 
standards in order to protect and enhance air quality. 


In the El Centro Resource Area, most time is concentrated in the water portion of the program. 
In FY 1990, water sampling in San Felipe Creek for changes in the levels of lead, mercury, and 
selenium as well as herbicide and pesticide levels is a priority. Four water stations in the San 
Sebastian Marsh area are sampled quarterly to provide information to California Department of 
Fish and Game on habitat quality for desert pupfish. 


BLM will also conduct a records inventory in FY 1990 to determine which water sources are 
suitable for obtaining water rights from the State of California. Source documentation of water 
use at various locations throughout the resource area will continue as needed. 
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Natural History 


_ FLPMA directs BLM to manage the Public Lands to protect 
__ the quality of scientific, scenic, ecological, environmental, and 
__ other special values. Identification, designation and manage- 
_ment of Areas of Cnttcal Environmental Concern (ACECs) ts 
an integral part of our multiple use approach. ACECs are 
_ areas requiring protective management. Other resource uses 
_ may be allowed in ACECs, as long as the special resources are 


protected. In addition ta the ACEC program, BLM participates 


in @ program administered by the National Park Service to 
_ identify and designate National Natural Landmarks. 


The El Centro Resource Area contains a number of special areas noted for their outstanding 
beauty or unusual resource composition. San Sebastian Marsh and portions of the Imperial Sand 
Dunes are designated as National Natural Landmarks. The Jacumba Mountains hold another 


designation as an Outstanding Natural Area. 


Special Areas in the El Centro Resource Area 


Resource Date 
Name Type Value(s) Approved 
ERIVOCONCS aINCSmeer ae at ct ..'. HMP WL 1987 
Mmoyotc MOulitals "ss se se ess ACEC, HMP P WL 1987 
EON CA a ee ACEC, HMP WL 1983 
MEME Ale ee eee te ACEC WL, A 1989 
SCEATIED ASST et ct cr. ieee cere cers. ACEC A 1987 
PetKkescanuilideterre te cote ces 5 ACEC A 1984 
ES CAVE AE SS? seoesensimes yt pee EME RE HMP WL 1984 
RVILITEISMNVASUI Betwer ete isr ciara esc «T= HMP WL 1986 
Pilot: Knob4-. fester. Se ls Sie ACEC A, NA 1982 
Plank3ROsdd were wae cite. ACEC H 1985 
DalltrelipesGreeketerae. 2 sk wk ACEC, HMP WL, A, NA, H 1986 
SINPErS (ICOUIYDI eae etree ACEC A 1986 
lable2Mountaily’ Biever etiere se. S ACEC, HMP A, NA, WL 1984 
West i Mesa "Sy. Rrra. 8 ee ACEC WL, A 1990 (i.p.) 
Yulta; Basinvrcmrsweek. Geactes lke, Si ACEC, HMP WL, A 1981, 1983 


Resource Value Codes: P = Paleontology; WL = Wildlife; A = Archaeology; NA = Native American; H = Histone. 
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While these designation have no mandatory constraints on management, they serve to identify 
sensitive or unique natural values and cultural resources so that they can be considered in land 
management decisions. In addition to these designations, the office will scrutinize the suitability 


of several other areas which have been designated as either Research Natural Areas or Outstanding 
Natural Areas. 


Finally, the West Mesa Area of Critical Environmental Concern Management Plan is scheduled for 
completion this fiscal year. This ACEC is noted for its prime flat-tailed horned lizard habitat and 
for the presence of cultural resources. 


An overview of the Coyote Mountains, an Area of Critical Environmental Concern. 


Cultural Resources 


Cultural Resources a © prehistoric ar and historic r remains 3 of, past human 


on FLPMA and numerous other Federal laws and executive orders. Our es 
policy is to ensure that cultural resources are given full consideration in all 
land management decisions; to manage cultural resources to maintain or 
enhance scientific and sociocultural values; to avoid inadvertent damage t to : 
cultural resources; and to protect and preserve representative samples for the 
sake of scientific use and sociocultural benefits of present and eed 
generations. 


RLS 
Wu 
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Cultural resources in our area consist of archaeological, historical and Native American values. 
Over 6,000 archaeological sites are currently recorded. Stone tool manufacturing areas, known as 
lithic scatters or chipping stations are common site types. Temporary camps containing prehistoric 
pottery and other artifacts occur in favorable localities. Finally, a number of rock art and geoglyph 
(also known as ‘Ground Figures’) sites are present. These are special areas which connote 
aboriginal rituals or religious practices. 


Native American values are primarily related to those features or areas held sacred. Several such 
places, such as Pilot Knob and Picacho Peak, occur within the Resource Area. Coordination with 
specific tribal groups, such as the Quechan or Kumeyaay, occurs prior to the Bureau issuing a 
permit for archaeological excavation. In FY 1990 we will consider designating Picacho Peak as an 
ACEC, in part, because of its value to local Native Americans. 


Historic resources constitute an important aspect of the cultural resource program. The former 
frontier gold mining towns of Tumco and Obregon have received extensive study because of present 
day mineral development. This fiscal year a bronze interpretive sign for the town of Obregon will 
be erected along Ogilby Road. The American Girl Mining Corporation has funded the sign. 
Another bronze plaque is planned for placement at the de Anza Overlook, Yuha Desert. This sign 
is being placed with the cooperation of the Imperial County Historical Society. 


Implementation of the Plank Road ACEC is planned for completion as a result of a State of 
California OHV Green Sticker Grant. A final report on historical research of the road is due 
this year. A new metal fence is proposed and the existing, dilapidated wooded structure will be 
removed by a volunteer project involving E Clampus Vitus. An explorer post from Yuma will 
construct a 25 foot model of the road at the western edge of the ACEC. Finally, a brochure and 
interpretive kiosk will complete anticipated projects. 


There are a number of additional projects planned. Inventory will be conducted to document 
unrecorded sites in the San Sebastian Marsh and Lake Cahuilla ACECs. Funding has been 
obtained from the Green Sticker Program to perform mitigation at the archaeological site located 
within the Superstition Open Area. Additionally, a management plan is proposed for the newly 
designated West Mesa ACEC. 


Public education is an important aspect of preserving the archaeological record on public lands. 
Interpretive talks will be given this year to junior high and grade school children. Last year the 
archaeologist made 18 presentations. Roadside interpretive signs are also planned for the Lake 
Cahuilla, In Ko Pah, and San Sebastian ACECs. 
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2 preserve Its widens character and allow or its ee use 
| and es as wilderness. 


The El Centro Resource Area contains nine Wilderness Study Areas (WSA) in Imperial County 
and seven in eastern San Diego County: 


Imperial County 
Non- 
Total suitable Suitable 

Unit Name Acres Acreage Acreage 
352; .. eae Palo Verde Mountain..... 29,560 nce oo DOU me eee 
355 eee ee Julian sWash ve ee 33,979. a O40 8 eee 31,490 
355Ancnee GavilansWash 4!“ ee 7,040 tects DASOL SL Ae 5,460 
3568, a2 Little) Picacho, Peakian ase: AZ 190 At cere OU meee O 
300 nolo sn its North, Algodones Dunes». =. 526,3009 e940 ee es 25,700 
36 2emarstina « South Algodones Dunes .. . 52,360 .... 52,360 .... 0 
368 ee naaee Jacumba Mountains” ..... 39 840 Seer do 28,060 
3/2 eee Fish Creek Mountains .... 18,760 .... 3,300..... 15,470 
SISK eee Coyote Mountains ....... 10,950 Fre 0.90 eee 

TOTALS 254,590 148,100 106,180 


I Acreage figures rounded to the nearest 10 acres. 


2 This WSA was formerly known as the In-Ko-Pah WSA. 
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San Diego County 
Non- 
Total suitable Suitable 
Unit Name Acres Acreage Acreage 
CA-060-022 . San Ysidro Mountain..... ZAQOO Es 27100: nese 0 
CA-060-023 . San Felipe Hills ........ SOO Seep iS S300 ashe 0 
CA-060-024A Sawtooth Mountains “A’ .. 3,900 ..... 3900 0 
CA-060-024B Sawtooth Mountains “B” .. 25,800 2.900 ee 22,900 
CA-060-024C Sawtooth Mountains “C” .. 2,450 ..... 2.4509 20 deat 0 
CA-060-025 . Carrizo Gorge ......... 15,400 0. Teese 15,400 
CA-060-026 . Table Mountain......... OOO Beer E0007. 228 0 
TOTALS 55,950 17,650 38,300 


Draft Wilderness Study Reports for all recommended suitable WSAs were completed in FY84. 
Reports for all recommended non-suitable WSAs in the CDCA were completed in FY86. Mineral 
reports have been completed by the Bureau of Mines and the U.S. Geological Survey for all 
recommended suitable WSAs. Final Wilderness Study Reports incorporating the latest format 
changes and data from the mineral reports were prepared for all WSAs in the Resource Area in 
FY88 as part of the statewide wilderness report package. These reports were reviewed and revised 
in FY89. The director of the BLM has forwarded the package to the Secretary of the Interior for 


his review and approval. 


Hiking in the Jacumba Mountain Wilderness Study Area. 
Photo courtesy of Norman Self. 
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Since the WSAs were designated in 1979, the El Centro Resource Area has reviewed over 150 
proposals under the Interim Management Policy. Emphasis in FY88 was on reclamation of both 
permitted actions and trespass surface disturbance in order to meet the June 30, 1989 reclamation 
deadline. Four impacts were reclaimed this year, including one newly discovered unauthorized 
action. 


Increased monitoring efforts were also emphasized in order to prevent and detect unauthorized 
activities, and to properly supervise authorized action. The total number of visits to all WSAs was 
783, which included 5 fixed wing overflights and one helicopter overflight. To increase our 
effectiveness at maintaining wilderness values, 80 WSA boundary signs were installed at critical 
locations. 


The Third Thrust in FY89 was to begin preparing for wilderness designation by completing one 
wilderness Management Preplan Analysis. A preplan was completed for WSA 360 North 
Algodones Dunes. 


Recreation 


: Fl FLPMA recognizes + ouldcor recreation as one of the principle 
e uses of oe lands. ‘Under BLM s Bolicy, there are two 


Recreation “Management and Extensive Recreation Manages ee 
ment. Intensive or special recreation management is provided im 
_areas where recreation is the principle management objective. 
Management of extensive or dispersed recreational activities is 
provided i in areas” where recreation is not the principle manage- 
ment a nee I imal i upenision and 4 fociliges @ are € provided 


The El Centro Resource Area is the most heavily visited Bureau managed area of Public Lands 
within the California Desert Conservation Area, with an annual average of 1.5 million visitor use 
days. Most visitation occurs on weekends (34%), three-day holidays (33%), and the four-day 
Thanksgiving weekend (29%). Four Special Recreation Management Areas (SRMA) have been 
identified within the Resource Area: Imperial Sand Dunes, McCain Valley, Yuha-West Mesa, and 
Long Term Visitor Areas (LTVAs). 


The Imperial Sand Dunes Recreation Area sustains the most intensely concentrated recreation use 
in the Resource Area, with about 800,000 visitor use days per year. In 1972, the Bureau con- 
structed an access road and campground along the western edge of the Dunes south of State 
Route 78. The Cahuilla Ranger Station (CRS) was established in the same area in 1975. Since 
that time, the Bureau has provided emergency medical assistance, and information services at the 
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station on major winter holiday weekends. On November 9, 1989, the new Roadrunner 
Campground in the Imperial Sand Dunes was dedicated. Campers had already started to use the 
new campground for their early start on the Veterans Day Holiday. By Thanksgiving Weekend, 
Roadrunner was filled beyond capacity. There is no doubt that the new campground will be heavily 
used for years to come. 


The new Cahuilla Ranger Station (CRS) was also dedicated on November 9, 1989. The Ranger 
Station replaces the old one that was burned down by arsonists on June 15, 1988. Interpretive 
displays with safety and resource protection themes have been added to the CRS. Unsuccessful 
bid solicitations have prevented the addition of two residence trailers at the Cahuilla Ranger 
Station. Until the problems can be over come, a temporary residence trailer is being rented. 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 


Welcome Io & 
\IMPERIAL SAND DUNES alg 


Recreation Area 


New welcome signs found at the Imperial Sand Dunes. 


A new 1-vault public restroom and a second public telephone were added adjacent to the CRS. 
Pacific Bell is studying the need for a third pay telephone. The County of Imperial’s Board of 
Supervisors relinquished responsibility for the Grays Well Road to BLM. The El Centro Resource 
Area has completed designs for repaving the remaining 2.5 miles of road and for the construction 
of a new camping pad. Contracts should be awarded and construction completed by September 
1, 1990. Simultaneously, additional camping pads and a vendor pad will be constructed along 
Gecko Road. 
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Beginning in 1987, the CRS was open and staffed by resident Visitor Services Specialists (VSS) 
every weekend as well as major holiday periods during the winter use season (mid October through 
May). 


A Recreation Area Management Plan (RAMP) was completed for the Imperial Dunes in 1987. 
The RAMP represents an overall strategy for utilizing limited funding to meet the challenges of 
managing the Imperial Sand Dunes through the year 2000. The RAMP represents a coordinated 
implementation strategy organized around five funding levels, and is designed to insure that 
development will not outpace the Bureau’s ability to operate and maintain facilities and protect 
sensitive resources. 


Green Sticker funds were also used to contract for trash removal, remove drifting sand from roads 
and camping areas, and hire maintenance workers and temporary VSS staff for the dunes recreation 
area. Green Sticker funds were also used to maintain parking at the Dunaway Road Pit Staging 
Area, maintain McCain Valley Road and Lark Canyon Campground and pursue public access 
acquisition to the San Felipe and Smugglers Cave areas. Additionally, some trails in Lark Canyon 
and the Yuha were groomed. 


Beginning with the 1983-84 season, the California Desert District and the Yuma District of the 
Bureau of Land Management adopted a long-term visitor permit program to facilitate continued 
long-term camping opportunities while reducing adverse environmental impacts. Nine areas already 
receiving long-term camping use were formally designated as “Long Term Visitor Areas” (LTVAs). 
Two more LTVAs were designated in the El Centro Resource Area for the 1984-85 season. By 
obtaining a permit from a Bureau office, Ranger, or Volunteer Host, “Snowbirds” may camp in any 
of the LTVAs for as long as they wish between September 15 and May 15. Permits were issued 
free of charge in the 1983-84; however, a permit fee of $25 was established beginning with the 
1984-85 season. In all other areas of Bureau-managed lands outside of the LITVAs camping is 
limited to 14 days. The 14-day period will also be enforced in the LITVAs from June 1 through 
September 30 each year. 


Four LTVAs — Hot Springs, Tamarisk, Dunes Vista and Pilot Knob — are administered by the 
Resource Area. A total of 489 permits were issued in FY89 and approximately 85% of the permits 
were issued by Volunteer Hosts. For this reason, the cost of administering the program in the 
Resource Area was only $11.00 per permit issued. 


The El Centro Resource Area acquired management responsibility for nearly 68,000 acres near 
Superstition Mountain and on nearby West Mesa” in 1986, as a result of a cooperative agreement 
between BLM, the U.S. Navy, and Bureau of Reclamation (see page 13). During FY88, route of 
travel designations were prepared for 55,000 acres of these new lands which were designated as 
“Limited to Approved Routes of Travel” by a 1985 Desert Plan Amendment. Final decisions 


3 These lands were originally excluded from the boundaries of the Desert Plan in 1980. 
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became effective by February 2, 1989. The remaining 13,000 acres around Superstition Mountain 
were designated as “open” to OHV use by the 1985 amendment. 


Cross-county OHV riding opportunities in the Yuha-West Mesa Special Recreation Management 
Area (SRMA) are centered in two adjacent open OHV areas: the new Superstition Mountain 
OHV area and the Plaster City OHV area. Approximately 25 Special Recreation Permits are 
issued annually for races or other competitive events in these areas and on adjacent West Mesa 
lands where use is restricted to approved routes of travel. In FY89, nearly 8,000 spectators and 
2,500 participants were involved in competitive OHV events in the Resource Area. 


Currently the Resource Area is in the process of implementing the Imperial Sand Dunes and 
McCain Valley RAMPs. Until recently, implementation has been slow, with most actions focusing 
on long-needed maintenance actions, visitor patrols and developing additional off-highway recreation 
Opportunities. Funding for most of these actions comes from the Green Sticker Program. 
Applications for the following projects have been submitted for approval: 


* Acquire public access across private lands in the Yuha Desert, West Mesa, Dunebuggy 
Flats, Glamis, Jacumba Mountains and McCain Valley areas; 


s! Re-construct and pave the west end of the Gray’s Well Road and build additional camping 
pads along the road; 


¥ Construct two 8-vault public restrooms in the Buttercup/Gray’s Well area. 
ns Groom Lark Canyon and Yuha Trails. 
Projects not funded by the Green Sticker Program that are “in the works” include maintenance 


of Cottonwood Campground, fencing Cottonwood Campground, and additional signing to identify 
Public Lands. 


ee Agena stan 
ae @ ese te —. Ea 4 
. » omc —_ ee , a2 +. 
* <a 3 wt. eS. 
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Intensive recreation at the Imperial Sand Dunes. 
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Wildlife Habitat 


Wildlife species in the El] Centro Resource Area range from widely distributed big game species, 
to highly localized endemic invertebrates. Principle big game species include Peninsular bighorn 
sheep and Black-tailed mule deer (both located in the In-Ko-Pah and Jacumba Mountains in San 
Diego County), Nelson’s bighorn sheep (occurs in the Chocolate Mountains and ranges along the 
Colorado River) and burro mule deer (found throughout Imperial County). Upland game birds 
are found throughout the Resource Area. 


Other species of special management concern include rare, threatened or endangered species. the 
State and Federally endangered desert pupfish, found in the San Felipe Creek, is a good example. 
The Imperial Sand Dunes system contain several specially-adapted species such as the Colorado 
Desert fringe-toed lizard (CDFTL) and the Andrew’s dune scarab beetle. Two additional species 
of particular concern are the desert tortoise and the flat-tailed horned lizard (FTHL). 


The desert tortoise, Federally listed as an endangered species through an emergency action by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) in August of 1989, is still under review to determine its status. 
Desert tortoises are widely distributed throughout the CDCA. In Imperial County, the species 
occurs primarily in the Chuckwalla Bench area, and ranges south to the Chocolate and Cargo 
Muchacho mountains, and in the Milpitas Wash area. Tortoises are vulnerable to a variety of 
threats including vehicle use and vandalism. When occurring in areas subject to mining activities, 
employee education programs have been developed and protective signing has been utilized in 
conjunction with fencing to help mitigate mining impacts to tortoises and their habitat. 


Desert Pup Fish habitat found in the San Felipe Creek. 
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The range for the State and Federal candidate flat-tailed horned lizard is almost exclusively within 
the El Centro Resource Area. Three of four crucial habitats are managed by the Resource Area, 
while a fourth occurs in a locality encompassing portions of the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park 
and Ocotillo Wells State Vehicular Recreation Area. 


Much emphasis has been given to management of habitats for species which are candidates for 
inclusion on the USFWS list of threatened or endangered species, such as the FTHL. This empha- 
sis is an attempt to reverse the decline of the species and preclude the need for listing. A species 
management plan for the FTHL has been completed in FY89, and is awaiting review and approval 
by the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) prior to being implemented. The FTHL 
is a BLM sensitive species and a Category 1 candidate for Federal listing, and is also a candidate 
for State endangered status. The objectives of the plan are to: 


- codify survey methodology, which has been developed over the past four years; 
- establish mitigation strategies; 


- establish management goals for the continued existence of the species through 
FTHL habitat protection. 


Since 1980, priority has been placed on preparation of site-specific management plans and their 
implementation. Six Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) and six Habitat 
Management Plans (HMPs) have been written to date. Management strategies for these plans 
have been developed in close coordination with a variety of concerned organizations, including the 
CDFG, USFWS, and environmental and sportsmen’s groups. A seventh ACEC plan, for West 
Mesa, will be iniated in FY90. 


HMPs are developed and approved jointly by BLM and CDFG under the authority of the Sikes 
Act. These plans call for specific project developments or other management actions to enhance 
and recover habitats and their associated wildlife populations. The Sikes Act authority facilitates 
the transfer of funds to BLM from the CDFG to carry out plan implementation. The construction 
of a fish barrier on San Felipe Creek during FY90, to protect desert pupfish and their habitat, is 
a prime example of interagency cooperation. 


Management plan implementation is also a high priority. Implementation in past years has involved 
both on-the-ground habitat improvement projects and monitoring of the effectiveness of 
management actions. Past projects include the installation and maintenance of nine big game 
guzzlers, and a large scale prescribe burn project. Fencing to protect crucial wildlife habitat as well 
as interpretive signing have also been conducted. To date, the wildlife program has received over 
$180,000 in contributed funds and services for habitat improvement work. Projects completed in 
FY89 included inspection and maintenance of four water developments in the Algodones Dunes, 
revegetation and recreation use control projects in the Yuha Desert (funded by $35,000 in CDFG 
contributed monies), endangered species habitat protection in the Yuha and East Mesa (paid for 
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by $50,000 in CDFG contributed funds), and endangered species habitat enhancement in San 
Felipe Creek. 


Monitoring has been ongoing since 1980 to evaluate the effectiveness of current management 
strategies. Specific issues include: impacts of livestock grazing on bighorn sheep distribution in the 
In-Ko-Pah mountains; recreation (OHV) use on FTHL relative abundance in West Mesa and the 
Yuha; recreation use on CDFTIL distribution in the Algodones Dunes; and, geothermal 
development on FTHL relative abundance in East Mesa. Efforts in FY90 will continue these, as 
well as expanding inventory work to further define crucial habitat for the species of concern. 


Fiscal year 1990 is programmed for the addition of a second wildlife biologist, to be funded from 
OHV Green Sticker registration monies. This biologist will have the primary duties of monitoring 
wildlife populations and habitat impacts, conducting surveys, and calculating the status trends for 
endangered wildlife in OHV use areas throughout the Resource Area. A West Mesa ACEC plan 
is to be initiated in FY90, as well as a San Sebastian Marsh/Desert Pupfish Rehabilitation plan. 


An additional aspect of the wildlife program is participation in interagency management teams. 
Examples are the FTHL Interagency Technical Advisory Committee, the desert pupfish recovery 
team, and the All American and Coachella Canals Biological Work Groups. 


Desert Tortoise found during a 1989 field exam. Photo courtesy 
of Bob Metz, Battle Mountain Gold. 
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Volunteers 


Luckily for BLM, volunteerism is on the rise. More people are taking their ownership of the 
Public Lands and resources personally every year, and are volunteering more of their time and 
talent to help manage them. 


In FY 1988, our volunteers contributed almost 12,000 hours, in FY 1989 we saw a 35% 
increase with just under 12,000 hours contributed. The value of the work performed by 
volunteers in FY 1989 was just under $282,000. 


Albert Baksh is one of the principal El Centro volunteers through his 1,300 hours of donated 
time. He has assisted the office in a myriad of ways for over 10 years, the last eight of which 
have been through a voluntary effort. He maintains our 6,000 archaeological site roster and 
single handedly manages records for over 600 archaeological reports. Albert has also volun- 
teered his artistic talents by painting a large mural for the ranger station at the Imperial Sand 
Dunes. He has become an integral and important part of the office. In recognition of Albert’s 
contribution, he was selected as one of three winners in the individual category for the 1989 
California "Take Pride in America" award. His nomination package has been forwarded to 
Washington for national consideration. Finally, Albert has also been nominated for a Volunteer 
for the Public Lands National Award. 


Albert Baksh, our El Centro Resource Area volunteer. 
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Each volunteer effort is an individual or group story of people taking pride in their public 
lands. A few examples of what they did for us include: monitoring our Wilderness Study 
Areas, performing clerical functions in the office, making maps and other cartography work, 
being hosts at three of our four LTVAs, removing abandoned vehicles, installing race course 
markers, surveying lizard populations, acting as Dunes Patrol, building fences and constructing 
fire lines. If you would like to volunteer, please contact our volunteer coordinator, Lynn 
Watkins. Lynn will describe the types of projects for which we currently need help. 


A California Division of Forestry convict crew contributed the largest quantity of time to the 
Resource Area. They volunteered 8,224 hours to range, wildlife, recreation and construction or 
maintenance projects in the McCain Valley Recreation Area. Projects included constructing 
fireline for a prescribed burn, building a fence around Cottonwood Campground, removing 
brush from along fence lines and campground roads, picking up litter, and repairing fence 
damage and cleaning up debris that resulted from flooding in Cottonwood Campground. Their 
efforts greatly extended our management of the McCain Valley Area. We look forward to 
continuing this benefical arrangement during this fiscal year. 


Public Outreach 


Two new programs mark an enhanced public outreach effort at the El Centro Resource Area. 
The first consists of an outdoor classroom. Coined "Day in the Desert", this program provides 
grade school children with a realistic experience about various desert resources. A pilot has 
been completed which included five stations staffed by specialists who described geology, 
wildlife, botany, archaeology, and desert survival. The ultimate test for the program comes this 
spring when 600 3rd grade children will be put through their "Day in the Desert". Interest 
from and cooperation with the El Centro Elementary School District has been great. 


A Desert Hike Program is the second outreach program currently underway. This program 
consists of BLM guided hikes to various scenic and special areas within the resource area. 
Several trips have already taken place and interest is high with an average of 24 people 
participating. We have had to institute a formal registration program because of the level of 
interest. 


Both programs and the normal work load of school and service club presentations help to place 
the Bureau in a favorable light. These efforts allow people the opportunity to experience for 
themselves first hand some of the natural resources which exist on Public Lands in the resource 
area. 
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Law Enforcement 


FY89 proved to be a year of change and an indicator of things to come in the BLM Ranger 
ranks. For the first time, the El Centro Ranger force boasted their first full compliment of 9 on- 
the-ground, fully trained Rangers. August marked the month to see the last of the new Rangers 
hired in the spring of 1988 leave the training fields of the Federal Law Enforcement Training 
Center in Glynco, Georgia and assume their duties as a professional, Law Enforcement Resource 
Protection Officer. 


Since then, the Rangers have provided more services, conducted more investigations, and handled 
more violator contacts than ever before. It was the first year that there were enough Rangers to 
even begin to adequately cover the 1.3 million acres of public land administered by the El Centro 
Resource Area. 


In addition to their law enforcement duties, each Ranger is charged with completing two resource 
projects per year. These projects include identifying problems, deciding on a solution and seeing 
to it that the project is carried through to completion. The projects may include improving wildlife 
habitat, reducing hazards to the visiting public, initiating a project to prevent foreseeable problems 
in the future, enhancing the wilderness or recreational experience of the visiting public or a plan 
to better protect the many cultural resources found in the El Centro Resource Area. One such 
project consisted of identifying, inventorying and eliminating open mine shaft hazards located 
throughout the Resource Area. Some of these shafts date back to the 1930’s and were an open 
invitation to disaster. 


One Ranger contacts a desert visitor at the Imperial Sand Dunes. 
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Time and time again in dealing with the thousands of off-road vehicle enthusiasts that visit the 
desert each year Rangers have put their Emergency Medical Technician skills to good use. In 
addition to the professional first aid services provided by the Rangers, several people have 
benefitted from their search and rescue and tracking skills. Each year several people become 
injured or lost and the Rangers are one of the primary sources of assistance in dealing with these 
situations, given their intimate knowledge of their individual patrol sectors. 


Occupancy trespass and illegal dumping are two major problems in the desert. Since the advent 
of the additional Ranger positions, more occupancy trespasses have been removed and more illegal 
dumping violators have been prosecuted and mitigated than ever before. 


Rangers serve as an integral part of the resource management team along with the various other 
specialist at the. El Centro Resource Area. Like all other specialist, the Rangers bring to that 
team a unique, vital skill that only they possess. Together, with the other specialists, they make 
up a complete, professional resource management team dedicated to the protection and wise use 
of our natural resources located on Public Land. 


A desert wash in the El Centro Resource Area. 
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Historical Summary Table - FY81 - FY89 


Resource Activity FY81 FY82 FY8&3 FY84 FY85 FY8&6 FY87 FY88 FY89 
Recreation 
Construction Yuha Visitor 


Center Funds 


1. Imperial 0 0 5:363,000 3:50,000 0 0 0 0 0 
Sand Dunes 
Projects (#:$) 


a. Gecko CG 0 0 $307,000 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Maintenance 

Repair 

b. Cabuilla 0 0 0 $18,800 0 0 0 0 0 
Water System 

c. Pump Pres- 0 0 0 $1,200 0 0 0 0 0 
sure Tank 

d. Electrical 0 0 0 $30,000 0 0 0 0 0 
Service 

e. Electrical 0 0 $1,500 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Hookup 

f. Security 0 0 $4,000 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fencing 

g Sanitary Cancelled 

Dump Station 

h. Contingencies 0 0 $12,500 0 0 0 0 0 0 
for Gecko Road 

Contract 

i. Ranger 0 0 $38,000 0 0 0 0 $148,000 $53,300 
Station 


Note: FY88 figure represents replacement of CRS due to destruction by arsonist 


Oil and Gas 
Checklist 59 225 14 5 37 0 3 18 0 
Leases Issued 10 226 20 S 37 : 0 30 18 0 
Lease Acreage § Unknown 918,658 28,500 12,800 1,742 0 7,500 10,000 
SIMO Acreage 4,000 20,000 12,500 4,200 107,055 0 0 0 0 
Applications for 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Permit to Drill 
Notices of In- 4 1 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 
tent to conduct 
exploration 

Geothermal 
Lease Applica- 10 50 41 1 4 0 0 0 0 
tions Processed 
Total Possible 18,727 94,665 103,2000 1,280 8,804 0 0 0 0 
lease acreage 
Additional En- 0 0 187,070 37,683 0 0 0 0 0 
vironmentally 
Analyzed Acre- 
age 
Compliance*® 150 
Inspections 
Notices of In- 13 9 1 2 iz 0 8 4 1 
tent to Conduct 
Exploration 


* Not reported prior to 1989. 
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Resource 


Saleable 
Minerals 


Locatable 
Minerals 


Non-Energy 
Leasables 

and Leasable 
Solids (ABSP) 


Activity FY81 


Plans of 0 
Operation 


Competitive 0 
Lease Sales 
(Acres Offered) 


Geothermal 0 
Drilling Permits 


Sundry Notices 0 


Geothermal 0 
Utilization Per- 
mits Processed 


Average Month- $2,330 
ly East Mesa 
Royalties 


Extraction 150,000 
(cubic yards) 


Contracts Iss- 22 
ued & Renew- 

als (both Free 

Use and Mate- 

rial Sales 


Community Pits 1 
Established 


Compliance® 


Trespass Act- 0 
ions Successful- 
ly Concluded 


§3802 Plans of 3 
Operations 


§3809 Plans of 16 
Operations 


§3809 Notices 0 
of Intent to 

Conduct Mining 
Activities 


Mineral Rep- 0 
orts for Other 
Offices 


Compliance* 
Average Month- 0 
ly Gold Produc- 


tion (Federal 
lands; in ounces) 


Lease Appli- 0 
cations Sub 
mitted 


Leases Issued 0 


* Not reported prior to 1989. 


FY82 


$2,500 


200,000 


FY83 


$3,232 


FY84 


$10,860 


175,000 


_ FY85 


39,675.30 


$8,494 


358,352 


31 


12,500 


FY86 


$10,268 


385,000 


12,500 


FY87 


$14,880 


FY88 FY89 


$82,000 $100,000 


1,250,000 1,500,000 


16,000 24,000 
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Resource Activity FY81 FY82 FY83 FY84 FY85 FY86 FY87 FY88 FY89 

Rights-of- 

Way 
Rights-of-Way 7 3 4 1 10! 16 19 19 15 
Temporary Use 2 0 2 1 1 2 3 2 1 
Permits 
Compliance vy 4 0 3 5 3 5 20 5 
Checks 
Appraisals 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Trespass 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Actions 

Lower 48 

Lands Pro- 

gram 
Cases 20 28 35 28 82 1 4 1 2 
Land Use 11 30 31 a 65 70 65 62 76 
Permits 
Compliance 22 20 24 32 8 8 11 50 50 
Checks 
Appraisals 0 0 3 B) 8 0 0 0 0 
FLPMA Sales 0 0 40 1,185 597 0 0 0 0 
(acres) 
Donations 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 650 10 
(acres) 
Trespass a 4 8 2 4 0 3 54 142 
Actions 

Withdrawl 

Processing 

& Review 
Cases, With- 16 3 6 5 4 0 0 0 0 
drawal Review 
Case, With- 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 
drawal 

Expenses, 

Leases, Per- 

mits, 

Easements, 

Conveyance 
Cases, Lease 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Forest Man- 

agement 
Vegetative Sale 0 0 18 23 110 4 17 337 28 
Permits Issued 

Wild Horse 

and Burro 

Management 
HMAPs 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Written 


1 As of October 1, 1984, the reportable units changed. Previous to this year, only energy related rights-of-way were included. From this year forwards, figures shown 
reflect both energy and non-energy related cases. 


2 As of October 1, 1984 the reportable units changed. Previous to this year, included all non-energy related rights-of-way. From this year forward, figures reflect all non 
rights-of-way actions (such as R&PPs, Exchanges, DLEs, etc.) 


Resource 


Range Man- 
agement 


Cultural Re- 
sources 
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Activity FY81 FY82 FY83 FY84 FY85 FY86 FY87 FY88 FY89 
Census (acres) 0 0 0 333,000 0 0 0 0 0 
Burros Re- 0 0 0 100 2 0 0 49 yx) 
moved 
Final AMPs? 0 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Plan Amend- 0 2 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 
ments 
Use Authori- 28 35 40 10 9 10 10 11 15 
zations 
Allotments 0 0 6 6 6 8 8 6 8 
Monitored 
Projects Devel- 0% 0 5 pe 3 1 0 0 0 
oped 
County Contri- 0 $5,000 $4,610 $13,085 $11,900 0 0 0 0 
butions 
ACEC Plans 1 1 4 1 1 2 4 0 0 
Prepared 
National Register 
of Historic Pla- 
ces 
Number 3 3 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 
Acres 733 2306 6 0 0 3025 0 0 0 
Sites 129 184 1 0 0 148 0 0 0 
Cultural Re- 0 4 5 2 2 3 4 4 0 
source Manage- 
ment Plans 
Compliance 22 28 65 54 63 31 39 45 4) 
(Antiquity Per- 
mits) 
Inventory Acres 
By BLM 2,472 1,473 1,758 395 810 0 550 450 40 
By Contractor 8,065 1,476 890 6,800 2,500 342 4,577 2,365 4,570 
Site Recorded 
By BLM 22 28 29 3 32 0 18 10 11 
By BLM Con- 129 ot) 25 77 34 14 35 123 84 
tractor 
Sites Mitigated> 
By BLM 0 1 2 22 0 0 2 0 0 
By BLM Con- 3 74 4 13 15 0 6 8 g2 
tractor 
Fences Erected 0 0 2 2 11 4 1 0 1 
Signs Installed 6 0 17 9 12 12 15 11 13 
Contributed 0 0 0 $2,000 $3,120 0 $62,000 0 0 
Funds Received 
Volunteer Pro- 1 1 0 0 1 2 Zz 2 1 


jects 


3 Total Acres - 67,627 (3128 Active AUMs) 
4 Until FY84, included Southern California Metro Project Area. 


Includes all sites mitigated through either partial or total data recovery. 


Resource 


Wilderness 
Management 


Recreation 
Management 


Soil, Air and 


Water Management 


Wildlife 
Management 


6 Includes all projects, §3809s and cases where cultural input was provided. FY88 marks a new reporting method. 
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Activity FY81 FY82 FY83 FY84 FY85 FY86 FY87 FY88 FY89 
Monitoring Lo- 0 0 Z 14 1 25 13 0 0 
cations 
Support Pro- 39 45 17 15 35 12 54 119 192 
jects 
WSA Study Re- 0 0 0 5 2 6 0 0 0 
ports 
Environmental 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 
Statements 
Interim Manage- 
ment 
Generic Moni- 0 0 0 0 442,000 450,000 450,000 450,000 450,000 
toring (acres) 
§3802 Reviews 2 1 4 2 5 5 7 1 0 
Other Reviews 3 45 3 3 2 3 5 3 0 
Plan Amend- 
ments 
CDCA Plan 0 0 1 2 1 1 0 0 0 
Route of Travel 1 1 2 0 1 0 il 1 0 
(ESD-CPU) (IVS) (Cabuilla, (Yuba) (USN) 
Midway Well) 
Activity Plans 
RAMPS 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 
Project Plans 0 3 4 4 6 6 6 6 7 
Permitting 
OHV SRPs 10 15 2s 20 23 27 25 25 22 
Other SRPs 0 2 3 2 1 0 1 0 1 
LTVA 0 0 0 89 105 125 486 $72 491 
Visitor Services 0 0 0 0 540 637 873 911 2,328 
(8 hour patrol 
units) 
Resource Pro- 
tection Projects 
Signs Installed 100 206 126 160 338 500 50 60 500 
Volunteer Pro- 0 3 3) 3 4 4 8 9 
jects 
Jacumba Water- 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
shed Project 
Watershed Pro- 0 19 0 0 0 0 0 16 0 
ject Maintenance 
Water Sources 0 14 11 25 25 25 25 25 16 
Documented 
Milipitas Wash 1 1 water 1 water 1 water 1 water 
HMP (180,800 1 water maintained maintained maintained maintained 
acres) improved 
Table Mountain 1 
HMP (3,960 1,920 
acres) acres monitored 


Resource 


Endangered 
Species 
Management 
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Activity FY81 FY82 FY83 FY84 


Coyote Mount- 
ains/Davies Val- 
ley HMP 
(38,000 acres) 


Indian Wash/ 1 water 
Picacho HMP maintained 
(289,600 acres)’ 


Palo Verde 
Mountains 
HMP (55,040 
acres) 


Smuggler’s Cave 
HMP (40,000 
acrea) 


Note: A lone number in a column indicates the year a plan was approved. 


East Mesa 1 
HMP (108,320 


acres) 


Southern East 1 
Mesa ACEC 
(40,712 acres) 


Chuckwalla 
Bench ACEC 
(14,720 acres in 
ECRA) 


Yuha ACEC & 72 16,000 
HMP (61,057 acres moni- 
tored 


McCain Valley 1 
HMP Update 
(74,160 acres) 


Algodones 7 waters 

Dunes HMP maintained 

(132,000 acres) 4 waters 
improved 


San Sebastain Attempts 

Marsh/San Fel- at obtain- 
ipe Creek ing private 
ACEC & HMP inholdings 
(6,320 acres) 


In-Ko-pah 
ACEC 
(21,500 acres) 


Note: A lone number in a column indicates the year a plan was approved. 
Tortoise Protection Program Implemented - 500,000 acres. 


7 Projected completion date FY91. 


1 water 
maintained 


7,680 
acres mon- 
itored 


4,480 
acres mon- 
itored 


Plan Up- 
dated 

6,400 

acres moni- 
tored 


Pwaters 
maintained 


FY86 


1 water 
maintained 


1,280 

acres inv- 
entoried 
5,760 

acres mon- 
itored 


2,560 
acres moni- 
tored 


1 revege- 
tation pro- 
ject 


waters 
maintained 


FY87 


1 water 
maintained 


4,480 

acres inv- 
entoried 
1,920 

acres mon- 
itored 


7,040 
acres moni- 
tored 


1 revege- 
tation pro- 
ject 


1 

1,200 

acres inv- 
entoried 

4 waters 
maintained 


3 miles 
montiored 


FY88 


1 water 
maintained 


5,120 
acres inv- 
entoried 


7,040 
acres moni- 
tored 


revegetation 
project 

3 route 
junctures) 


1,200 

acres mon- 
itored 

4 waters 
maintained 


3 miles 
monitored 


habitat en- 
hancement 
project 

(potholes) 


21,500 acres 
monitored 


FY89 


1 water 
maintained 


5,120 
acres inv- 
entoried 


1,000 
acres mon- 
itored 


7,040 
acres moni- 
tored 


4 waters 
improved 
1,200 acres 
monitored 
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eee 


Resource Activity FY81 FY82 FY83 FY84 FY85 FY86 FY87 FY88 FY89 


Recreation 
Maintenance 


Lark CG & $50,000 
Cottonwood 

CG water sys- 

tem replacement 


Sign Replace- 18 0 56 200 123 100 50 220 
ment & Mainten- 
ance 


Campground 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 
Maintenance 
LTVAs Maint- 0 0 3 5 6 6 6 4 4 
ained 
Transport- 
ation Mainte- 
McAin Valley $45,050 
Road 
Campground $7,900 
Roads 
Expense, 
Right-of-Way 
Processing 
Cases, Rights- 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
of-Way 
Complaince 0 0 8 13 0 0 0 0 0 
RECREATION TABLE 1 
CALIFORNIA OFF HIGHWAY VEHICLE GRANTS COMPLETED 
Grant Amounts (to nearest $100) by Fiscal Year Completed. 
GRANTS 86 87 88 89 
1. Lark Canyon OHV Area $ 82,000 
(OHV Trails & Campground 
Expansion) 
2. Cahuilla Restrooms $ 4,000 
3. Gecko Expansion $ 95,900 


4. Buttercup Access Construction $500,000 
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RECREATION TABLE 1 


CALIFORNIA OFF HIGHWAY VEHICLE GRANTS COMPLETED (Continued) 


GRANTS 86 87 88 89 

5. San Felipe Corridor Easement $ 32,800 
Acquisition I 

6. Smugglers Cave Easement $ 27,100 

7. Dunaway Road Pit Area $ 21,600 

8. Gecko/Glamis Area Trash $ 34,200 
Collection 

9. Road Runner Campground $905,500 


& Cahuilla Ranger Station 
Construction Phase I 


10. Lark Canyon OHV Area $ 68,000 $ 71,000 $ 61,000 
Operation and Maintenance 

11. Buttercup/Grays Well Road $740,000 
Paving Project 

12. Imperial Dunes Visitor $183,000 $110,000 $169,000 
Services 

13. El Centro Resource Area $ 58,000 $ 54,000 $ 80,000 
OHV Trash Collection 

14. Cahuilla Ranger Station $ 95,000 
Construction Phase II 

15. Yuha Staging Area $ 51,000 
Construction 

16. Imperial Dunes Maintenance $ 75,000 $110,000 $ 85,000 

TOTAL: Dollars $ 34,200 $384,000 $1,048,500 $2,246,400 

Number of Grants 1 4 9 10 


* NOTE: Some amounts are totals for multi-year projects. 
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RECREATION TABLE 2 


CALIFORNIA OFF HIGHWAY VEHICLE GRANTS WORK IN PROGRESS 


Grant Amounts (To nearest $100) by Fiscal Year Completed. 


GRANTS 90 


us 


eS) 


San Felipe Corridor 
Easement 
Acquisition II 


Yuha Desert Access 
Easement Acquisition 


Buttercup/Grays Well’s $ 62,000 
Road Protection 


Grays Well Road 
Extension 


Imperial Dunes 
Monitoring 


Glamis Access Easement 
Acquisition 


Dry Lake Archeological 
Inventory 


Gecko Road Facility 
Development 


El Centro Resource Area $671,000 
OHV Operation & Maintenance 


TOTAL: Dollars $733,000 
Number of Grants eZ 


NOTE: Some amounts are totals for multi-year projects. 


21 92 
$ 58,000 
$195,000 

$1,000,000 

$111,000 

$ 33,000 

$ 43,000 

$178,000 


$1,365,000 $253,000 
5 2 


43 
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RECREATION TABLE 3 


CALIFORNIA OFF HIGHWAY VEHICLE GRANT APPLICATIONS PENDING 


GRANTS APPLICATIONS 


I. 


El Centro Resouce Area OHV 
Operations and Maintenance 


Smugglers Cave Easement 
Acquisition II 


San Felipe Corridor Easement 
Acquisition III 


Buttercup/Grays Well Restrooms 
Glamis Access Ramp Construction 
Glamis Restroom Construction 


Dune Buggy Flats Bridge 
Construction 


Grays Well Road Bridge 


Construction 


TOTAL: Dollars 
Number of Grants 


Grant Amounts (To nearest $100) by Fiscal Year Completed. 


91 92 93 94 


$702,000 $785,000 


$ 22,000 
$225,000 
$257,000 
$ 78,000 
$385,000 
$640,000 
$1,337,000 


$702,000 $1,064,000 $688,000 $1,977,000 
1 3 3 2 


NOTE: Some amounts are totals for multi-year projects. 


